


Q:  Can lawn care impact local
drinking water quality?

A:   The safety and fate of herbicides, 
pesticides, insecticides and fertilizers applied to
residential lawns remains somewhat of a mystery.
It seems to depend on whom one talks to:
environmentalists, scientists, lawn care 
professionals or water providers as to what 
answer you will get.

The fact that enormous quantities of these 
products are being applied to lawns is beyond 
dispute. The key question is how much of these 
products are reaching local streams or leaching 
into groundwater supplies. Stream researchers 
are frequently detecting a wide variety of these 
components in both dry weather and storm runoff 
conditions from residential watershed areas.

The US-EPA estimates that nearly 70 million 
pounds of active pesticide ingredients alone are
applied to lawns each year. Collectively, 
residential lawns cover over 30 million acres of 
our country’s landscape. Homeowner surveys 
suggest that herbicides, pesticides, insecticides 
and fertilizers are regularly applied on roughly
half of these acres.

The diversity of these treatments applied to
lawns is staggering. Each individual compound 
differs greatly in its mobility through soil, 
persistence and potential aquatic impact. It is 
very difficult to determine the exact
environmental risk each individual component of 
the treatment may pose.

While residents do show an increasing
awareness about the links between lawn care
and water quality, for many their primary
objective still seems to be a sharp looking lawn.  
Monitoring drinking water supplies for these 
products remains a continuous process.
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This spring, when your put fresh batteries in your smoke
detectors, you should also check on your water 
consumption. Minor leaks in your plumbing system can 
lead to major increases in your water and sewer bills. 
Check your toilets, faucets, laundry tub, and all outside 
hose bibs for leaks and drips . 

Save your family by changing the batteries in your smoke 
detectors and reviewing your family’s fire safety plans. 
Save your wallet by checking for leaks and conserving 
water.

Save Your Family/
Save Your Wallet

Did you know that your sump pump or downspout should 
not be connected to the sanitary sewer? You might think 
that adding “clean” water to the sanitary system is a help, 
but this inflow actually creates problems. Inflow creates an
extra water burden on the sanitary sewer system, and then 
when the system is overloaded (as happens during heavy 
rainfall), it can back up into our streets, buildings and your 
basement. Inflow also creates higher sewer bills because 
we are all paying for the unnecessary treatment of clear 
water. Storm sewer connections are often acceptable 
(confirm with your local municipality).

Please check to make sure that your sump pump and 
downspouts are properly connected. If you need to make 
adjustments, remember to never direct water onto a street, 
alley, right of way, easement or neighboring property.

Sump Pumps & 
Downspouts

If you have a lawn irrigation system or swimming pool, you
can avoid high usage surprises by monitoring your water 
use in the warmer months. One way to do this is to take a 
meter reading before and after watering your lawn or filling 
your pool. Having this figure will enable you to determine 
how much of your water use was in the home versus 
outdoors. 

Taking these meter readings is also a good way to check 
for leaks in your system. If no one is using water indoors or
outside and the meter is running, chances are you have a 
leak. Even small leaks can translate to big water bills.

Avoid High Usage 
Surprises


